RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 28 November 2011

 in Council Chamber, Rainford Village Hall

Present:
Councillors Collins, Highcock, A Jones (Chairman), L Jones, Leach, Lee, Lyons,



Nichols, Smith and Wesley, I Brown (Parish Clerk), E Hale (Admin Assistant)



3 members of the public

79.
Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Councillors Aspinall, Grice, P Jones, Monk and Marriott.

RESOLVED  -   THAT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE BE ACCEPTED
80.
Vice-Chairman vacancy – Nominations
Correspondence had been received from Councillor D Monk tendering his resignation as Vice-Chairman of Rainford Parish Council.  He will continue in his role as Councillor for Muncaster Ward  and as Borough Councillor for Rainford. The Chairman then asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman.  
It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Nichols be appointed as Vice Chairman of Rainford Parish Council.  

Councillor Nichols accepted the nomination, read the declaration of acceptance and signed the register

RESOLVED  -  THAT COUNCILLOR NICHOLS BE APPOINTED VICE-CHAIRMAN OF                RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL
81.
Declaration of Interest

Councillor A Jones

All plans

RESOLVED  -  THAT DECLARATION OF INTEREST BE ACCEPTED

82.
Police Report
A Police representative gave a short report as follows.

1-28 November 2011

Burglaries


8





Anti social behaviour

5

The Police representative was thanked for his report.

RESOLVED  -  THAT THE POLICE REPORT BE ACCEPTED

83.
To hear and respond to any questions/deputations by members of the public

None.

84.
To hear and respond to any questions by Members of the Parish Council

None
85.
Waste Planning Merseyside – Consultation with Rainford Waste Action Group

Two Rainford residents were in attendance at the meeting to give an update on the Merseyside and Halton’s Waste Plan.  A third Rainford resident was also present. Most residents had received a letter informing them that questionaires were available for residents to complete with their comments, and submit. It was agreed that Rainford Parish Council would put forward a submission on behalf of the residents of Rainford.  Residents could, however, still submit individual questionaires should they wish to do so.
It was agreed that a small sub-committee be formed within the Parish Council, with delegated authority to put information together. Members of the former Rainford Waste Committee would be invited to provide advice at meetings. Parish Council members who would sit on the Committee are Councillors Nichols, Monk, Aspinall and Wesley with the Parish Clerk in attendance to take notes.
A vote was taken and the above proposal was AGREED.  Councillor A Jones abstained from the vote due to his position on the Planning Committee of St Helens Council.
The Chairman thanked the residents for their attendance and for their comments.

86.
To approve as a correct record minutes of meeting held on Monday 24 October 2011 

RESOLVED  -  THAT THE MINUTES BE APPROVED AS A CORRECT RECORD

87.
Matters Arising

Item 68:
Linear Park was officially opened by the Deputy Mayor of St Helens on Saturday, with refreshments provided by Tartan Tearooms.  It was a very successful day.

Item 72:
No response had as yet been received regarding the siting of the wheatsheaf wood

sculpture.

Item 74:
Work on downstairs toilets due to commence on the 19th December for approximately


3 weeks.

Item 77:
‘Milltown Sound Singers’ concert in aid of Chairman’s charity – excellent feedback had


been received from those who attended.

88.
Councillor Improvement Fund

It was reported that Ward Committees have now been replaced with the Councillor Improvement Fund.  Councillors are still free to convene informal meetings with the communities to discuss potential uses of the fund and any local issues, if they wish to do so.  
89.
Correspondence

i)
Letter of thank you for donation received from Rainford North End Tenants Association.
ii)
Letter received from F Fitzpatrick, representative of Churches Together in Rainford concerning 


the celebration of the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen in 2012.  It was


agreed that Councillors D Grice and R Nichols would represent Rainford Parish Council at any


meetings held to discuss plans for the Jubilee celebrations.

iii)
Email received from Mr J Skinley, St Helens Council, informing the Parish Council that the 


office of the Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside has been informed that, due to financial constraints


and subject to the costs being agreed, St Helens Council will only support the lighting of a

beacon at Billinge to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  The lighting of any other beacons in other parts of the Borough would have to be arranged and paid for locally.

iv)
Information received concerning legal changes affecting PRS music licence.

v)
Letter of thanks for flowers was received.

RESOLVED  -  THAT CORRESPONDENCE BE ACCEPTED.

90.
Finance Report
i)
A tenant has informed the Parish Clerk that they will be terminating their licence for use 


of offices within the building with effect from 5 January 2012.  They are locating to different


offices in the village, purely for marketing reasons.  They reported that lack of signposted 


directions to the village hall had made it difficult for their clients to locate the building.  They
thanked the Parish Council for making them  welcome and offered to advertise the office space free of charge.It was agreed that Mr G Houghton from St Helens Council be contacted to discuss the problem of signage.
ii)
Rainford Parish Council pay subscriptions to the Performing Rights each year.  This year there


has been an added extra to cover PPL.

91.
Plans    
P/2011/0884
1 Graysons Road, Rainford
Demolition of existing side extension

No objection







and erection of single storey side







extension along with new front & rear







dormer windows to main house.

P/2011/0902
Rainford High Technology
Erection of two stainless steel non

No objection







illuminated signs attached to the







brickwork of school building and a







non illuminated low level powder







coated sign adjacent to entrance door.

P/2011/0907
United Utilities

One silver birch tree – fell to allow

No objection


(Potters House Farm)

construction of new overhead line
P/2011/0915
Promised Land Farm

Installation of PV solar panels onto

No objection







south facing roof slopes of 2no.







agricultural buildings

(Note:  Planning permission is not normally needed for the installation of solar panels to residential buildings , however, because the above application concerns agricultural land within a conservation area, permission is needed. It is recommended that any household wishing to install solar panels should contact St Helens Council Planning Department for guidance).
RESOLVED  -  THAT PLANS BE ACCEPTED

92.
Accounts for Payment

Salaries






2157.46
Merseyside Pension Fund




  511.81

Barclays – Bank charges




      8.50

Asda – Refreshments (Remembrance Sunday)

    44.43

Comet – Office telephone




    49.99

Scottish Power – Electricity bill



  225.00

Toolstation – Light bulbs




    54.48

Aston Grace – Advertisement




  114.00

Viking – Stationery





  348.20

British Gas – Gas bill





  289.09

Rainford Printing – Stationery



    24.00

Chubb Fire – Fire equipment inspection


    67.78

Rainford Rangers FC – Donation



  200.00

Rainford Cricket Club – Donation



  100.00

Rainford North End Tenants Association – Donation
  100.00

Rainford Band – Donation




  500.00

St Helens Council – Rates




1078.00

AOL Broadband





    15.31

British Legion Poppy Appeal – Donation


  100.00

Owen Giller – Christmas Tree



    90.00

Adept Telecom – Telephone bill



    44.63








6122.68
RESOLVED  -  THAT ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT BE ACCEPTED

93.
Dates for Diary

-
2 December 2011 

Chairman’s Charity – 60’s Dance
-
12 December 2011 

Festival of Carols

7.30 pm

-
14 December 2011 

Finance & Planning meeting
6.30 pm

-
19 December 2011 

Council meeting

7.00 pm

94.
Members’ Reports

None.






Signed:   ..............................................................








                      Chairman
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