RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 24 October 2011 in Council Chamber, Rainford Village Hall

Present: 
Councillors Aspinall, Collins, Grice, Highcock, A Jones (Chairman), L Jones, Leach, Lee



Lyons, Monk and Wesley, I Brown (Clerk), E Hale (Admin Assistant)



Bernie Hughes 

65.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillors P Jones, Marriott, Nichols and Smith.

RESOLVED  -  THAT APOLOGIES ARE ACCEPTED

66.
Declaration of interest

Councillor K Aspinall

Planning applications - P/2011/0790 and P/2011/0812




Donations – Rainford North End Tenants & Residents Association




Donations – Rainford Senior Citizens Social Committee

Councillor J Collins

Donations – Rainford Senior Citizens Social Committee

Councillor D Grice

Donations – Rainford  Band
Councillor W Highcock
Donations – Rainford Senior Citizens Social Committee
Councillor A Jones

All plans





Donations – Rainford North End Tenants & Residents Association

Councillor R Leach

Donations – Rainford Senior Citizens Social Committee
Councillor M Lyons

Donations – Rainford Senior Citizens Social Committee
Councillor D Monk

Donations – Rainford Cricket Club

RESOLVED  -  THAT DECLARATION OF INTEREST BE ACCEPTED

67.
Police Report

No report had been received from the Police.

68.
Bernie Hughes
Bernie Hughes attended in order to report on the progress of the Linear Park Trail Blazers project.

The official opening had been arranged for 26 November 2011 from 1pm until 3 pm.  She informed the Parish Council that official invitations would be sent out but offered a verbal invitation for any Councillor to attend.  Several craft demonstrations would be held and children, accompanied by the Ranger Service, would be planting bulbs.  A website should be up and running in the near future.

Discussion took place concerning the Wheatsheaf sculpture which had been crafted on the day of the Rainford Show (refer to item 72 – Matters arising)
RESOLVED  -  THAT BERNIE HUGHES BE THANKED FOR HER ATTENDANCE

69.
To hear and respond to any questions/deputations by members of the public

None.

70.
To hear and respond to any questions by Members of the Parish Council
None.

71.
To approve as a correct record the minutes of meeting held on Monday 26 September 2011 

RESOLVED  -  THAT THE MINUTES BE APPROVED AS A CORRECT RECORD

72.
Matters arising

Amendment:
Items 56 and 64 – date should read 2012 and not 2011.  The minutes were amended.

Item 62 – Art Exhibition:  The Parish Clerk thanked everyone for their help with security during the art exhibition week.  She informed the Parish Council that the new screens had worked exceptionally well.

Item 64 – Wood carving:  The Clerk read out sections from the Rainford, Siding Lane & Linear Park Focus Group minutes, in which it was reported that the Wheatsheaf sculpture may be sited on the Linear Park near to the Ex-Servicemens’ Club and not outside the Village Hall.

Discussion then followed and it was finally agreed to contact the Ranger Service and ask if it would be possible for the sculpture to be placed outside the Village Hall where it would be visible to residents and to people driving through the village.  The Clerk was requested to obtain costings for the installation and preservation of the sculpture.
RESOLVED  -  THAT MATTERS ARISING BE ACCEPTED

73.
Correspondence
i) Minutes received from the Rainford, Siding Lane & Linear Park Focus Group.

ii) Invitation received from the Mayor inviting representatives from Rainford Parish Council to commemorate Remembrance Day on Sunday 13 November 2011 at the Town Hall.  Councillor D Monk, as deputy Chairman of the Parish Council, was hoping to attend.

iii) Information received from St Helens Council concerning Footway Reconstruction

· Rose Place and Rose Drive – Commence Monday 7 November with likely duration of three weeks

· Longwood Close – Commence Monday 31 October with likely duration of two weeks

iv) Change of address information received from Helena Partnerships

v) Email received from the Head Teacher of Brook Lodge Primary School asking if it would be possible to display posters to promote the school on Parish Council outside notice boards. It was agreed that, as the notice boards are relatively small, and with a need to display community and council notices, it would not be possible to display notices from schools on a regular basis.  

RESOLVED  -  THAT CORRESPONDENCE BE ACCEPTED

74.
Finance Report

Donations:    Donation requests were discussed and agreed as follows.

Rainford North End Tenants Association

£100

Rainford Cricket Club




£100

Rainford Band





£500

Rainford Rangers FC




£200

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal


£100

Rainford Senior Citizens Social Committee

Free use of hall for one evening during  2012

Refurbishment
i)
Toilets

Several quotations for the refurbishment of the downstairs toilets were received as follows.

Quotation A

£26,230

Quotation B

£29,220

Quotation C

£27,840

Quotation D

£15,000

After discussion it was agreed to accept Quotation A - £26,230.

Proposed:

Councillor M Lee

Seconded:

Councillor J Collins

Agreed by all Members of the Parish Council.

Councillor D Grice would act as the Clerk of Works (Parish Council) for this project.

ii)
Windows

Quotations were received for the replacement of the Parish Council office window, which was badly in need of repair.
Quotation A

£3807

Quotation B

£4160

Quotation C

£5200

After discussion it was agreed to accept Quotation A - £3807        
Proposed:

Councillor D Grice

Seconded:

Councillor D Wesley

Agreed by all Members of the Parish Council                 
Discussion then took place concerning replacement of further hall windows – it was agreed that this could possibly take place in 2012, if funds were available.                                                                                                           
RESOLVED  -  THAT FINANCE REPORT BE AGREED AND ACCEPTED
75.
Plans

P/2011/0790
Rainford Linear 
Addition of bespoke entrance art panels, pebble
No objection



Park


mosaic panels to be installed throughout Rainford






Linear Park. Three bespoke benches and a low






level trim trail. All above designed and made





through consultation and with local authority.

P/2011/0795
Dial House Barn
Change of use of barn to residential dwelling
No objection

P/2011/0796
Dial House Barn
Listed Building Consent:  Alterations


No objection

P/2011/0812
Rainford Labour
Modification of operating hours


No objection



Club

P/2011/0839
3 Ash Grove

Proposed driveway alterations


No objection

P/2011/0840
15 Crank Hill

Single storey rear extension



No objection

P/2011/0847
Rainford Tennis
Extension of existing tennis club to create 3 no.
No objection



Club


new tarmac surface courts together with new






perimeter fencing around new & existing courts

P/2011/0866
Woodhey, Dairy
Single storey side extension to dwelling with

No objection



Farm Road

dormer extensions at first floor

P/2011/0874
Barrows Farm,

3 small scale wind turbines each standing at a 
Objection –



Reeds Lane

height of 15m to the hub.  They will produce

Visual impact






clean electricity for use on farm with surplus

on landscape






sold back to grid for redistribution.

RESOLVED  -  THAT PLANS BE ACCEPTED AND OBJECTIONS SUBMITTED 

76.
Accounts for payment

Athena Crafts – Velcro




20.94

Barclays – Bank charges




  8.99

Lancashire Reader – Art exhibition advertisement

72.00

Rainford Printing – Art exhibition certificates
          146.40

Cash – Art exhibition prizes



          137.00

Salaries





        2467.69

Merseyside Pension Fund



          511.81
St Helens Council – Rates



        1078.00

AOL Broadband





15.31

Scottish Power – Electricity bill


          225.00

St Helens Council – Building insurance

        1676.27

Adept Telecom – Telephone bill



46.40

Viridor – Bottle collection




  5.40

Wendy’s Flowers





25.00

Scottish Power – Pavilion electricity bill

            16.61







        6452.82    

77.
Dates for Diary

4 November 2011

Chairman’s Charity – Milltown Sound Singers. 
13 November 2011 

Remembrance Sunday 


10.10 am
23 November 2011 

Finance & Planning meeting


6.30 pm

27 November 2011 

Friends of Real Lancashire


12 noon





Declaration on steps of village hall

28 November 2011 

Council meeting



7.00 pm

2 December 2011 

Chairman’s Charity – 60’s Revival Night.  

12 December 2011 

Festival of Carols, Village hall

7.30 pm

78.
Members’ Reports

i)
A general discussion took place concerning the refurbishment of the village hall and the general upkeep of the building. It was agreed that replacement of the downstairs toilets and upstairs office window was a continuation of the general refurbishment of the building started in 2006.  Bookings for the hall have massively increased and it is obvious that we now have an excellent venue for a wide selection of occasions.   Councillor D Grice, who had been the Chairman of the refurbishment committee, thanked everyone for their efforts with fundraising in order to carry out work on the hall.  In return, Councillor Grice was thanked by the Parish Council for the fundraising work he had undertaken  in order that funds could be raised for the building refurbishment. The Parish Council agreed that Rainford was extremely fortunate to have such a magnificent building and felt that it was their duty as Councillors to look after it in order to pass it on to future generations.

ii)
It was reported that the new Rainford Parish Council website was up and running, but not yet complete.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance at the meeting.






SIGNED:
...........................................................................

                                                                                                            Chairman
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