RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 26 September 2011

 in Council Chamber, Rainford Village Hall

Present:
Councillors Collins, Grice, Highcock, A Jones (Chairman), L Jones, P H Jones



Lee, Lyons, Monk, Nichols, Smith and Wesley, I Brown (Clerk), E Hale (Admin



Assistant)



Merseyside Police representative



Two members of the public

49.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillors Aspinall, Leach and Marriott.

RESOLVED  -  THAT APOLOGIES ARE ACCEPTED

50.
Declaration of interest
Councillor A Jones – all plans

RESOLVED  -  THAT DECLARATION OF INTEREST BE ACCEPTED

51.
Police Report

A Police report was presented for August and September 2011.  It was noted that members of the Police are regularly patrolling the area and dealing with incidents as they occur.
RESOLVED  -  THAT POLICE REPORT BE ACCEPTED

52.
To hear and respond to any questions/deputations by members of the public
Two members of the public attended the meeting to voice their concerns about the overhead power line to run from Kirkby to Orrell
It was reported by the Parish Council that this item had first been brought to their attention at a meeting held on Monday 28 September 2009.  Notification had been received of a public exhibition which was to be held on 5 November 2009 for all residents of Rainford.
It was further discussed at a meeting held on Monday 22 March 2010. Plans had been received from St Helens Council, namely P/2010/0152 and P/2010/0158.
P/2010/0152
United Utilities
Land between Coach Road and land adjacent to Borough boundary






between St Helens, Wigan and West Lancs St Helens.

Rainford Parish Council strongly objected to the plan and these views were submitted to St Helens Council.

P/2010/0158:
United Utilities
Land adjacent to former Holiday Moss Landfill

Rainford Parish Council objected to the plan for the reasons stated below.

i) Environmental concerns – the overhead electricity lines will run over greenbelt land

ii) It would be preferable if the electricity cables were sited underground

iii) Health and safety issues

iv) Concern for farmers working in the vicinity of the electricity lines

v) Bad weather conditions could bring down cables

vi) Residents of King’s Moss already experience many power cuts

It was reported that a hearing was due to be held regarding the installation of the overhead electricity line.  It was agreed that the Chairman of the Parish Council would accompany residents to this hearing when he would speak on behalf of Rainford Parish Council and also as a member of the District Council.  
RESOLVED  -  THAT OBJECTIONS MADE TO THE ABOVE PROPOSAL IN MARCH 2010 BE UPHELD – RAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL STRONGLY OBJECT TO THEPLANS SUBMITTED BY UNITED UTILITIES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF OVERHEAD POWER LINES

The two members of the public were thanked for their attendance and re-assured that they had the full support of Rainford Parish Council in their objections to the plans.  In return the visitors thanked the Parish Council for their time and support.

53.
To hear and respond to any questions by Members of the Parish Council

Councillor Highcock presented a CEN report (Community Empowerment Network)
54.
To approve as a correct record the minutes of meeting held on Monday 25 July 2011 

One Councillor reported that their name had been mispelt and this was acknowledged and rectified.

RESOLVED  -  THAT THE MINUTES BE APPROVED AS A CORRECT RECORD

55.
Matters arising

Item 37:   It was reported that Bernie Hughes was on holiday at the moment but would be attending the October meeting.

56.
Correspondence

i)
Letter received from St Helens Council concerning St Helens Ward Committees.

ii)
Letter received on behalf of Churches Together in Rainford concerning the celebration of the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 2012.  A Civic Service, appertaining to the accession to the throne of Her Majesty, has been arranged at United Reform Church on Sunday 5 February 2012
iii)
Letter received from St Helens Council with information concerning West Lancashire


Council’s intention to prepare an Issues & Opations Paper for public consulation.

iv)
Information received concerning proposed changes to Polling Districts and Polling Places

v)
Information received from Boundary Commission for England concerning the 2013 Review of

Parliamentary constituencies in England

vi)
Discussion took place concerning the siting of a PAD in the village hall for emergency use.

vii)
Invitation received on behalf of Rainford library – Presentation Ceremony for this year’s

Summer Reading Challenge to be held on Saturday 8 October from 10.30 to 11.45 am. 


Councillors A Jones and L Jones agreed to attend and several of the Parish Council stated


that they would try to attend.

viii)
Clerk would be attending Clerks meeting at St Helens Town Hall on 28 October at 9.15 am.


The Clerk’s office would be closed that morn ing.

RESOLVED  -  THAT CORRESPONDENCE BE ACCEPTED

57.
Finance Report – August/September 2011 

i) The Clerk reported quotes had been received from three companies interested in updating our website.  Two quoted £750 + VAT and another quoted £695 + VAT.

It was agreed to go for the lower quotation, and the Clerk was requested to contact the company as a matter of some urgency in order that the Parish Council website could be developed as soon as possible. The company have requested a 10% deposit with order, then 45% on design sign off, with the balance due on completion.  

RESOLVED  -  that the Finance Committee agreed to these terms.

ii) A discussion took place with regards to purchasing a camera in order that photographs can be 

taken of matters of interest and be uploaded onto the website.  It was agreed to purchase a camera up to the value of £150.  A Member of the Parish Council agreed to shop for the above.

RESOLVED  -  that a camera be purchased

iii) The Clerk produced a catalogue displaying screens which could be used for the art     exhibition. Members felt that this was a good idea as the existing boards are very heavy.  It was agreed to purchase two at a cost of £524 each + VAT, with a view to purchasing more in the future.

RESOLVED  -  that two display screens be purchased

iv) It was agreed to renew the Costco membership at a cost of £24.

RESOLVED  - that Costco membership be renewed
v) The Chairman reported that the Police had been in contact with him regarding the purchase of a new Police bicycle, and had produced a purchase figure of £768.79. The Clerk pointed out that, at a meeting of the Parish Council held in September 2010, it had been agreed to purchase a bicycle at a cost of £700.

RESOLVED  -  that the new price be accepted

vi)        It was reported that the District Auditors had agreed and accepted the end of year accounts report.

     RESOLVED – that the end of year accounts be accepted.
     RESOLVED  -  THAT FINANCE REPORT BE ACCEPTED.
58.
Plans

P/2011/0708
Mill House Farm,

Conversion of farm buildings into
No objection



Higher Lane, Rainford
4 dwellings
P/2011/0721
26 Rookery Lane

Resubmission of P/2011/0212 for
No objection






1st floor extension and conservatory







to rear

P/2011/0753
Pennsylvania Farm

Two storey extension to the side
No objection


Holiday Moss


P/2011/0756
17 Standish Drive

Conservatory to the rear

No objection

P/2011/0776
36 Knowsley View

Extension to existing dormer

No objection







bungalow at 1st floor level to







rear of property

RESOLVED  - THAT PLANS BE ACCEPTED

----*****
59.
Accounts for Payment – August/September 2011 

August 2011   

Toolstation – door closer







19.97

Information Commissioner – Data protection




35.00

Scottish Power – Electricity bill





          172.99

Salaries








        2019.36

PC Print – July newsletter






          299.00
Wendy’s Flowers








20.00

Viridor – bottle collection







  5.40

Rainford Plumbing – check wiring to controls & renew relay to fan extract

86.40

P Anders – Rebuilding cellar wall and railings



          720.00

AOL Broadband








15.31

St Helens Council – Rates






        1078.00

Merseyside Pension Fund






          511.81

Costco – Subscription renrewal





           24.00

Adept – Telephone bill






           44.33

Aston Grace – Advertisement in Connection magazine (village hall)
         114.00

L Powell – Internal Auditor






           30.00

Tabern Electrical – Supply and fit microphone extension


         100.00

Zen Websites Ltd – 10% deposit for website design, development & build
           83.40

Mogo Direct – 2 room dividers (art exhibition stands)


       1257.60



BDO LLP – Auditing the Annual Return for year end 31 March 2011 
         660.00
British Gas – Gas bill







         214.04
Currys – Camera







           78.48










       7589.09

RESOLVED  -  THAT ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT BE ACCEPTED

60.
Mersey Waste

It was reported that on the 7 September 2011 St Helens Council voted for the Rainford site to be submitted as the St Helens Sub-Regional Waste Site and approved the Merseyside & Halton Waste Development Plan Document.

Rainford Waste Action Group wish to thank everyone involved for all their help and support in alerting the village, letters to the press, St Helens Council and MEAS and research that has been undertaken.
Rainford Parish Council offered formal thanks to Councillor Monk, Linda Shave, Andrew Rigby and team for the effort and hard work undertaken.

61.
New Website

It was reported that the Rainford Parish Council’s new website could be up and running by the middle of October.

62.
Art Exhibition

Security cover for the exhibition was arranged.

63.
Dates for Diary

Finance & Planning meeting

October meeting cancelled
22 October 2011 


Chairman’s Charity Coffee morning at Parish Hall


24 October 2011 


Council meeting

7.00 pm

4 November 2011 


Chairman’s Charity – Milltown Sound Singers

13 November 2011 


Remembrance Sunday
10.10 am

12 December 2011 


Festival of Carols

7.30 pm
64.
Members’ Reports

Discussion took place concerning the siting of a wood carving which the Ranger Service had offered to donate to the Parish Council.   It was agreed that it could be sited at the side of the building, subject to cost.  It was also agreed to approve a spend of up to £500 and to delegate power to the Chairman and to the Parish Clerk.

Saturday 4 February 2012 -  To mark the accession to the throne of Her Majesty the Queen on 6 February 1952, a lunch, to support the Chairman’s charity, will be held in the village hall.
RESOLVED  -  THAT MEMBERS’ REPORTS BE ACCEPTED





SIGNED:
...............................................................
PAGE  
5

